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1)  What does “rigour” mean?

Clearly focused
Clear specification of research objectives and 

questions
Use of hypotheses (not obligatory – possible 

trivialisation of research/lack of rigour)
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2)  Data Collection i)

Deductive approach – Theory Data

Inductive approach – Data Theory
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2)  Data Collection ii)

a)  Data collection needs to relate directly to 
the objectives, questions and hypotheses
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2)  Data Collection iii)

ii)  Data analysis needs to relate directly to

a)  the nature of the data collected

b)  the nature of the research objective, 
questions and hypotheses
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2)  Data Collection iii)

iii)  The results need to relate directly to the 
research objectives, questions and 
hypotheses
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2)  Data Collection iv)

iv) Panel Data issue – what was the data 
collected for?

a) SSI research – e.g. Alan Middleton on 
Ecuador – significance of being able to 
draw conclusions over time
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2)  Data Collection v)

v)  Verification by reference to:

a)  Logic – theoretical analysis

b)  Evidence – analysis of data (quantitative) 
and other information (qualitative)
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3)  Lack of rigour

i)  Descriptive – no theory

ii)  Subjective – value judgements cloud the 
analysis

iii)  Disorganised – data, analysis and results 
are not related to the objectives – or there 
are no objectives



10

4)  An Example of ‘Problems’

Dollar and Kraay – “Growth Is Good for the 
Poor”

• controversial ‘proxy’ definition of poverty
• problematical use of income distribution 

data
• insufficient distinction between cross-

section analysis and time-series conclusions
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5)  Michael Tribe’s Research, Academic 
Writing and Research Supervision

a)  Uganda Housing Market

b) Social Security in Developing Countries

c)  Choice of Technique in Cane Sugar 
Manufacturing
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5)  Michael Tribe’s Research, Academic 
Writing and Research Supervision – contd 

d) Structural Adjustment Programmes –
• country data or international data?
• significance of time lags

e)  Deindustrialisation issue
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6)  Economists’ position – see 
Howard White’s article in World 

Development
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White – The meaning of rigour
page 512 – World Development March 2002

“There is a perception among economists that 
quantitative techniques provide more ‘rigor’ 
than qualitative techniques…..

“First, the use of quantitative techniques is 
common in several other disciplines…

“Second, the real basis for ‘rigor’ is the proper 
application of techniques…..

“Finally, different techniques are appropriate 
to different settings.”
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Data Collection Issue – 1
a) Polly Hill’s view – secondary data will 

have been collected with a different set of 
research objectives in mind to those 
relating to the work in question – therefore 
there is a need for primary data collection 
for large areas of social science research

b) White – pages 515-516 – on the myth of 
the absence of labour markets in rural 
areas of sub-Saharan Africa – following 
Polly Hill.
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Data Collection Issue – 2

Economists’ position – A 
a) Macroeconomic analysis – broadly it is 

not appropriate to base this on primary 
data collection

b) Household economic behaviour – use of 
primary data, panel data, secondary data –
e.g. relate to household surveys such as 
LSS data collection sponsored by the 
World Bank
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Data Collection Issue – 3

Economists position - B

c)  Willingness to pay research – relating to 
externalities / environmental analysis – e.g. 
contingent valuation / use of proxy 
variables
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Case Study Research
Has been criticised but:

Two definitions:
a) Alternative approaches to survey research 

– larger statistically significant sample, or 
– smaller selection of case studies

b) All empirical research is case study in 
nature – only purely theoretical research is 
not ‘case study’ in some sense
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Question – What is meant by 
methodology?
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