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Unit Abstract 
All musicians working in the music industry will need to have an understanding and knowledge of 
the elements of music. Musicians are likely to be asked to perform from notations, either staff 
notation, graphic notation, lead sheets or guitar tabs.  
 
All music, regardless of style, genre or tradition, is made up of the same fundamental components: 
structure; tonality; harmony; and rhythm. 
 
Project/Assignment Brief: 
For this project you will be working individually. You are required to show your understanding of 
the structure of pieces from different styles/genres of music by choosing three different tracks 
and explaining a range of different musical forms based on these aural examples, referring to 
details in the music heard. Use the two lists below to give you ideas for what to write about. You 
should also find a glossary of musical terms distributed in class useful in completing this task. 
Make sure you have your chosen pieces of music accessible in class and seek assistance with the 
task from your tutor. 
 
Structure: binary form; ternary form; popular song; intro and outro; call and response;  
introduction; coda; repetition; sequence  
 
Styles/genres of music: eg western classical music; popular songs; Indian music; African  
music; 12-bar blues; folk music; 12-tone music; experimental music 
 
There is one learning outcome to this assignment; 
1 Understand the structure of pieces from different styles/genres of music  
 
Tasks:  Undertake the following Task to meet the requirements of the Learning Outcome and 
Assessment Criteria for this assignment. 
 
Task 1; 
Select three tracks which are of different styles/genres of music – you will need to be able to 
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play these tracks to your tutor in class and comment on the details heard in the music as you have 
written down in task two 
 
Task 2; 
You will need to write a 500(Min) Word report that shows your Understanding of the structure of 
three pieces from different styles/genres of music by referring to elements heard in the music that you 
play in class for task 1. 
 
UNIT 10 Understanding Music – Assignment 1- GRADING CRITERIA 
PASS MERIT DISTINCTION EVIDENCE 
P1 identify 
aurally different 
musical forms 

M1 describe a 
range of 
different musical 
forms based on 
aural examples 

D1 explain a range 
of different 
musical forms 
based on aural 
examples, 
referring to details 
in the music heard 

A 500 written report 
Three tracks being played tracks in 
class. 

 
 


